THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
a few months later a son was born to Henry himself (the boy
who was afterwards to be Edward I) there was a further quarrel,
and Henry drove Simon out. Simon went off on crusade with
the King's brother, Richard of Cornwall, and came back in
time for the effort which was at last made for the recovery of
the French provinces.
The Plantagenets had kept, in spite of John's losses, the
very important town of Bordeaux and the country which lies
between the middle Garonne and the Pyrenees and the Atlantic
—which went under the general name of Gascony. Henry
now made a bid to recover the provinces lying to the north of
the Garonne and the south of the Loire, of which the most
important was Poitou. St Louis had given the feudal revenues
of Poitou to his brother: Henry, by way of affirming his claim,
gave them (though, of course, unable to collect them) to his
brother Alphonso. Henry's mother, the Queen-Dowager Isa-
bella who had married the Lusignan, one of the greatest nobles
in Poitou, made her husband refuse allegiance to St Louis and
the Crown at Paris.
On May 9, 1242, Henry III set out with an army from
Portsmouth, and landed in the Gironde. The English barons
had refused him help, and he only had a very small force. He
counted on the former subjects of the Plantagenet Crown
rallying to him and on the forces he could raise in Gascony,
which he still held. He marched north from the Gironde with
about 20,000 men to meet the French, who were marching
south against him from Chinon with much larger forces. The
clash took place on Saturday> July 19, at the little town of
Taillebourg. There was no decisive result, but Henry had to
fall back, and ended as he had begun, with nothing but his
original possessions south of the Garonne.
The effect of this defeat was to shake Henry's position badly
at home, and the continuous demands of the Pope for money
made things worse. The actual renunciation of the Plantagenet
inheritance did not come for many years, and was filled with
wearisome negotiations. When a settlement was at last arrived
at (1259) Henry consented to abandon Normandy, Maine,
Poitou, Anjou; and retained, under the suzerainty of the
French King, Perigord, Gascony, and the Liinousin.V^Two
years after Taillebourg there was a first' attempt on the part
of the barons to control the King's revenue and to name the

